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Coroner: 2-month-old died of malnutrition 


Infant found dead hours 
after DCS visited home 


Marisa Kwiatkowski 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


A 2-month-old girl died of malnutri- 
tion hours after four child welfare work- 
ers visited her Indianapolis home. 

At least one of those workers ex- 
pressed concern about the baby’s well- 
being during the Aug. 21 visit, but did 
not report it to authorities. A state om- 


budsman has chastised the Department 
of Child Services for failing to properly 
handle the case. 

Ruth Ringer died of malnutrition and 
dehydration at her home in the 900 
block of West 33rd Street, according to 
the Marion County coroner’s office. 

As of Friday, no criminal charges had 
been filed relating to her death. The In- 
dianapolis Metropolitan Police Depart- 
ment and Marion County prosecutor’s 
office said the situation remains under 
investigation. 

The child welfare workers, one of 
whom worked for DCS, were in Ruth’s 


home for a Child and Family Team 
Meeting about one of the baby’s older 
siblings, who is in foster care, according 
to sources with knowledge of the situa- 
tion. Ruth still was in her parents’ care. 

Ruth’s father William Anthony Moss 
told IndyStar Friday that DCS should 
not have taken the older child into foster 
care. He also said he asked the workers 
— who were in his home on the day Ruth 
died — if his daughter looked right. He 
would not elaborate on what that 
meant. 


See RUTH, Page 7A 


Ruth Ringer died of malnutrition and 
dehydration, according to the Marion 
County coroner's office. 
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Storm slicks city streets 
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A plow clears a sidewalk at the Statehouse ona snowy Friday, which saw about one-half inch by midday. 
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Springlike temps near 60 Thursday plummet 
to 26 degrees by Friday evening’s rush hour 


Holly V. Hays 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


A winter storm that moved into Central In- 
diana late Thursday night brought freezing 
rain, sleet and snow and made for slippery 
Friday morning and evening commutes. 

Forecasters say the weekend will bring a 
reprieve from such conditions, but snow 
could return by early Monday morning. 


inch before the morning rush hour Friday. 
Snow began to fall midmorning and continued 
to fall, dumping 1.3 inches on Indianapolis be- 
fore the evening commute. 

The storm closed area schools and post- 
poned or canceled dozens of high school bas- 
ketball games. Government offices in Marion 
and Hamilton counties were closed, and a 
Hamilton County travel watch curbed non-es- 
sential travel as roadways remained danger- 
ous in some areas. Conditions even brought 


State grad 
rate drops 
roughly 
2 points 


Dip is largest single-year 
decline in over a decade 


Arika Herron 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Indiana’s high school graduation 
rate slipped in 2017, falling nearly two 
points from the previous year and 
dropping to its lowest point in the past 
six years. 

Last year’s graduation rate was 
87.2 percent, down from 89.1 percent 
in 2016, according to data released Fri- 
day by the Indiana Department of 
Education. 

The dip was felt across every sub- 
group of Indiana student, regardless of 
race, gender, socioeconomic status or 
academic ability. 

“Our schools are committed to the 
academic success of our students,” 
said Jennifer McCormick, Indiana’s 
superintendent of public instruction. 
“We recognize there is still work to be 
done and will continue to partner with 
local districts to ensure every student 
graduates prepared for life beyond 
high school.” 

The department declined to com- 
ment further. 

The decline was the largest single- 
year drop in the past 11 years, the time 
span in which state data was immedi- 
ately available. 

The news comes at a time when the 
state’s entire high school graduation 
system is in flux. Lawmakers are trying 
to overhaul the diploma system in or- 
der to match new federal guidelines for 
how graduation rates are calculated. 
The new calculation could tank the 
rate used for federal reporting purpos- 
es. 


The area saw accumulations of sleet and 
ice between one-tenth and two-tenths of an 
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Women’s Fund of Central Indiana will 
host ex-first lady Feb. 13. Metro, 3A 
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